
Home Remodeled: “The Foundation; Starting the right way”
Introduction: Revelation 3:20(NIV) “Behold I stand at the door, and Knock: If any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me.”

This has been an amazing year! Arguably the greatest highlight of 2013 so far was watching thousands of volunteers come together in July to build a house and remodel a neighborhood in Detroit. It was a big win for the city and a win for the church, but most importantly it was a win for one deserving family. The Jeter family was overcome with joy because they understood how valuable the gift of a home is. The value couldn’t be measured simply by dollars and cents. The project cost approximately $150,000, but the value was infinitely greater. What gives a home its value is not just its bricks and the beams, but the love, life and memories that will be made within those walls. You see beams and bricks make houses but it’s families that make homes. 

If you were to appraise the value of your home right now what would it be? Some would say that your home is worth far more than it was when you first moved in because the quality of your family life has enhanced it’s value tremendously. If appraisers examined the value of some of your homes it would be through the roof, due to the strength of your marriage and the happiness of your kids. But sadly others of you realize that if your home value was appraised based off of the strength of your family, you’d be underwater right now. Many of you feel that your marriage and children are drowning under the weight of stress, distrust and pain. 

Well over the next 5 weeks we are going to embark upon a series of teachings, which is designed to help you raise your family’s future appraisal value by remodeling your home room by room. We are going to examine how to have a great family room, how to increase the intimacy in the bedroom and even how to straighten out the kids room!! But first we need to start with “The Front Door”.

The Purpose and Value of the Door:

In this analogy the front door represents the importance of starting your family off right. It is far easier to build health families then it is to rebuild broken ones. If you start your marriage off right from the start you will avoid a lot of pain later. There are two ways a front door helps a home.

Purpose #1 – Security

Smart families invest in a strong front door when building their house because they know that it is the primary safety measure for protecting their family. Likewise smart couples invest into securing their relationship even before they say “I Do”. The front door is where we determine who will have access into our home. Couples need to decide early who they will give access to, when it comes to their families. In Revelation 3:20 Christ asks for an invitation. The best way to have a safe and secure family is to invite Christ into your marriage early and to decide to keep people out who will try to pull Christ out of your marriage. 

Purpose #2 – Style: 

Nothing increases the curb appeal of a home like a bright, colorfully painted front door. Real Estate agents will tell potential home sellers that a great front door will draw a lot of people to your house. The problem is that most front doors don’t stand out. They are plain and just blend into to the rest of the block. But smart homeowners will invest in an attractive front door, because they know that it will have a huge impact on the property value. 

If we let Jesus be our front door we will stand out from the typical family. The Bible teaches that it is Jesus that makes our lives and families special. He is the one who improves the curb appeal of our marriages. God wants your marriage to stand out from other marriages so that people will be drawn to it. He knows that the best way to do that is by making Jesus your front door. By surrendering your marriage to the Lord you will see an immediate increase in the quality of your life. Jesus will keep your marriage looking good and will keep the bad guys out. 

Conclusion:

The majority of what we will cover in this series will focus on helping to restore broken families. However, my hope for many of you is that you will make the right investment up front. By inviting Jesus into your marriage at the start, you will avoid lots of pain later. Make a decision today to allow Jesus to be the front door of your home. Let him be what makes your family unique and attractive and let determine who has access into your marriage!

Song:

Frenando Ortega – “Prayer for Home” 

