
 

 

Home Remodeled: “House 4 Sale; Starting over” 
 

Introduction: Malachi 2:16 (NIV) “God Hates Divorce”  
 
This is the last message in our series on how to have the family you have always 
dreamed of. Our journey has taken us room by room through your house to 
discuss how God’s will is for your marriage and family to prosper. We’ve 
discussed the importance of inviting Jesus into the front door, the family room, 
the bed room and even the kids rooms. Yet I realize that for some of you the 
reality is that your family situation is so bad that you have already concluded that 
walking away is the only option. You are literally ready to hang a “For Sale” sign 
on your marriage/family because you have given up.  
 
You know one of the best home shows on T.V. is called “Love it or List it”. This 
show is about husbands and wives who have different opinions on what they 
want to do with their home. One spouse wants to sell their house or “list it” 
because they don’t believe that it can work any more. They feel that their home is 
inadequate and beyond repair. But the other spouse wants to work hard and 
invest resources to salvage the house. They have decided that because of the 
historic and sentimental value of the home it is worth saving and “loving it”. Let 
me ask you today, which spouse are you? Are you a “Love it or List it spouse”. 
 
In this show there is a designer who’s job is to convince the family to “love it” and 
stay in their home. There is also a real estate agent who’s job is to convince the 
family to hate their home so much that they will “list it” and give up hope on their 
house. You know this is how life is with your family. You will have people who 
work for the designer, who’s job it will be to remind you that God wants your 
family to win and that you should invest into your marriage and decide to “love it”. 
But you will also have folks who feel that their job is to persuade you to give up 
on your marriage/family and to “list it”. My advice is that you listen to the 
designer.  
 
But the key to rescuing your family is that you are going to have to invest into 
your home. There are 3 investments that you need to make: 
 
Investment #1 - Faith:  
 
Your marriage can’t be won unless you believe that it can. Now there is a false 
belief among many non-Christians that our faith is a “blind faith” isn’t based upon 
anything tangible. Nothing could be further from the truth. Our faith is based upon 
strong historical evidence. Christianity is based on evidence like the resurrection 
of Christ, the integrity of the Bible as the word of God and the signs of the Lord’s 
handiwork throughout the universe. Our faith is based on evidence.  
 
I am not asking you to have a blind-faith that is just based upon mere optimism. I 
am asking you to base your faith upon something tangible, or better yet someone 



 

 

tangible. Jesus Christ has a firm track record of restoring broken families. If you 
believe that God has the power to create the earth and the universe that it exist 
within, then you have to believe that he has the power to restore a broken family. 
If you believe that Jesus had the power to resurrect from the dead, then you have 
to believe that he has the power to resurrect your dead marriage/family. There 
are many families in this church today that could take the witness stand and 
testify of God’s power that saved their marriage. Don’t base your faith on your 
own strength or on the character of your spouse, rather based your faith on the 
strength and character of God. 
 
Investment #2 – Faithfulness 
 
If your family is going to make it, you are going to have to fully invest your heart 
into winning your home. You will never see great results from any endeavor that 
you are not fully invested into. Winning your family will require your full attention, 
emotionally, spiritually and physically. This is the great challenge that you and I 
are faced with as it pertains to our marriages. Will we hang in there and remain 
fully invested during the tough times.  
 
Winning your family won’t be easy. You are going to have to fight for it and you 
may have to fight all 12 rounds. Sadly, most of us were not taught this when we 
started our families. We thought that victory would be easy. How many 
remember the famous boxer Mike Tyson. They called him Iron Mike because of 
how hard he could hit. He was so strong and could hit so hard that most of his 
fights ended in a knockout of his opponents and often in the 1st or 2nd rounds.  
After his first 20 bouts people thought that Mike Tyson would go down as the 
greatest heavyweight ever.  
 
Mike had one problem. He became so use to winning fights easily and in the 
early rounds that he never built up the stamina or skills for a long fight that lasted 
all 12 rounds. So when he fought Buster Douglass for the championship, no one 
expected that Buster would win. However, Buster’s team knew that the secret 
was to drag the fight out because Mike Tyson couldn’t handle a long drawn out 
battle. Many of us are like Mike Tyson. We came out of the gates with a strong 
commitment to having a successful family, but then life threw us some 
unexpected tough punches and we gave up in the middle rounds. It’s time for you 
to get up from the canvass and get back in the fight. If you keep fighting with full 
commitment you will win!! 
 
Investment #3 – Forgiveness 
 
The secret ingredient to great family success is not perfection, but forgiveness. 
There is no such thing as a perfect family. All of our families have dysfunction 
and problems. Great families make it because they learn how to forgive each 
other. If you can master the art and skill of forgiving one another there is nothing 
that life or Satan can throw your way that will defeat you. What Satan is counting 



 

 

on is that your offense will be greater than your love. But, if your willingness to 
love and forgive your spouse/children is greater than your offense then your 
family will be rescued.  
 
I encourage you today to make a decision to resolve that you are going to “love 
your family and home”. My job is to represent the designer. If you are willing to 
make the investment into your home and follow his design plan he can make 
your home beautiful.  
 
Song Suggestion: “A Heart that Forgives” – Kevin LeVar 
 
 
 
 


