
GO FISH:  Part 3 
 
Week 3:  How we fish. 
 
Text:  Luke 10:2-12 
 
Idea:   The “how” of mission revealed in the sending of the 70! 
 
-God of Justice - Tim Hughes 
 
-Go - Hillsong United 
 
-Search My Heart - Hillsong United 
 
-Second Chances – Rend Collective Experiment 
 
Introduction:  My grandfather taught me a lot of things about life 
(money, relationships, people, etc.).  He was a great man and one of my 
best friends.  One of the best things that I learned from my grandfather 
was how to fish.  I remember going on fishing trips with my grandfather 
at his cottage in Canada, I remember watching my him fish…he 
understood fish, he understood where to fish and how to fish and he had 
the patience and the skill to actually catch fish.  In fact, I still have a 
trophy sized Pike that he caught on Lake St. Clair many years ago.  I’m 
convinced that if you want to learn how to fish (or learn to do anything 
for that matter = sports, music, theater, etc.), I recommend you spend 
time with those who know how to fish! 
 
Today we conclude our series called “Go Fish”.  We have been exploring 
the why, where, and how of mission (review).  Today we are going to 
explore the how of mission.  How do we fish?  What does it look like to 
go “fishing for men”?  
 
The best way for us to learn how to do this is by looking closely at the 
life of Christ and to explore how he trained his disciples for the 
important task of “fishing for men.” 
 
Context:  “Luke’s account of Jesus’ commissioning of the seventy-two, 
while in some points similar to that of the Twelve (9:1-6) but differing 



from it, fits well its immediate context; and in several respects it 
resembles Matthew’s account of the commissioning of the twelve…the 
obedient response of the seventy-two provides a contrast to the three 
men (9:57-62) whose excuse disqualified them from discipleship.” 
(Walter L. Liefeld, The Expositors Bible Commentary, p. 937) 
 
6 observations regarding this powerful passage: 
 
1. The need is great (10:2) 

 
“The Lord now chose seventy-two other disciples and sent them ahead in 
pairs to all the towns and places he planned to visit. 2 These were his 
instructions to them: “The harvest is great, but the workers are few. So 
pray to the Lord who is in charge of the harvest; ask him to send more 
workers into his fields.” 
 
Notice that Jesus makes a profound observation:  The harvest is plentiful 
but the workers are few.  In other words, there is a lot of work to do!  
There are millions of people on this planet right now who don’t know 
Jesus and unless they encounter Him and His saving power, they will die 
in their sins.  There is so much to be done with so little time and with so 
few workers.   
 
Think about this:  The world population is currently 6,994,320,952 
(http://www.census.gov/main/www/popclock.html)!!!  Millions and 
millions of people in the world today have never heard of Jesus.  
Millions are skeptical, millions are blinded by sin, surely the harvest is 
plentiful but the workers are few. 
 
So before sending the 70 out he instructs them to pray that God would 
raise-up more workers for the fields!  Can we commit to praying for 
this?  Can we commit to pray expectantly and persistently?  Jesus tells a 
powerful story in Luke 18 (read the story).  Can you imagine what 
would happen if God’s people cried out to Him day and night to send out 
more works into the harvest?!  
 
2. The mission is going to be dangerous (10:3) 
 

http://www.census.gov/main/www/popclock.html


“Now go, and remember that I am sending you out as lambs among 
wolves.” 
 
In other words, Jesus is saying that the mission is going to be dangerous.  
It will be risky…you may get in trouble or arrested or misunderstood, 
etc.  There is an element of danger involved with this mission.  Jesus is 
sending us into the world with a counter-cultural message.  In fact, Jesus 
said that we will encounter certain people along the way who will hate 
us because of our association/connection to Him. 
 
John Piper recently made this observation:  “Brothers are being 
beheaded for what we believe. The difference is location. O Lord, make 
us real.” 
 
 "Enemy-occupied territory - that is what the world is." –CS Lewis 
 
The mission of Jesus is dangerous.  We are called to forsake the world, 
reputation, comfort, convenience and even our bodies for the sake of the 
Kingdom.  In fact Paul experienced this in his life on a regular basis! (2 
Corinthians 12:21-29) 
 
Oh that God would give us courage to join Him on this dangerous 
mission.  May the Holy Spirit give us courage and boldness (see Acts 
4:23-31)!!! 
 
3. The mission will require dependency (10:4) 
 
“Don’t take any money with you, nor a traveler’s bag, nor an extra pair of 
sandals. And don’t stop to greet anyone on the road.” 
 
Not only will the mission be dangerous, but it will also require radical 
dependency!  Can you imagine if Jesus appeared to you today and sent 
you to a city across the country and told you to leave your wallet, purse, 
credit cards, etc. at home?!  Jesus was propelling His disciples into 
situations and circumstances that would require them to radically 
depend on the power and provision of the Holy Spirit.  He was preparing 
them for their final commissioning and the official arrival of the Holy 
Spirit in Acts 2.  What a lesson that must have been for the disciples!  
This is something you can’t learn in a text book! 



What does it look like to have this same kind of radical dependency 
today?  Are we really stepping out in faith and trust in the power and 
provision of the Holy Spirit?  Do we follow His promptings/leading? 
 
Several weeks ago for some reason, God laid a guy on my heart that I 
went to high school with (many years ago).  So I responded to the 
prompting and started to pray for him.  I ended up tracking him down 
on Facebook and felt led to share with him that I was praying for him 
and asked if there was anything I could pray specifically for.  He wrote 
back a day later and said that he was in the middle of this crazy search 
for meaning and significance!  I was able to share the gospel with him 
and he has since invited me into the journey!  I was reminded of the 
power and role of the Holy Spirit! 
 
"The great people of the earth today are the people who pray. I do not 
mean those who talk about prayer; nor those who can explain prayer; but 
I mean those people who take time and pray. They have not time. It must 
be taken from something else. This something else is important, very 
important and pressing, but still less important and less pressing than 
prayer." S.D. Gordon 
 
4. Look for receptive people (10:5-8) 

 
“Whenever you enter someone’s home, first say, ‘May God’s peace be on 
this house.’ 6 If those who live there are peaceful, the blessing will stand; if 
they are not, the blessing will return to you. 7 Don’t move around from 
home to home. Stay in one place, eating and drinking what they provide. 
Don’t hesitate to accept hospitality, because those who work deserve their 
pay.  If you enter a town and it welcomes you, eat whatever is set before 
you.” 
 
As we engage pockets of people with the good news of the Kingdom 
Jesus instructs us to go looking for receptive people.  A “receptive 
person” or a “person of peace” is a man or woman who God has 
sovereignly prepared to receive the gospel message.   Jesus instructs us 
to stay with that person and receive their hospitality and welcome.  This 
is a revolutionary concept/strategy that we see all throughout the New 
Testament. 
 



Mike Breen (author of “Launching Missional Communities”) offers the 
following advise: 

 
o Find the person of peace, the person who is open to you, 

interested in you, likes you, wants to be around you… 
 

o Go to their turf, where they’re comfortable… 
 

o Allow them to serve you, show you hospitality… 
 

o Spend intentional time with them… 
 

o Be ready to do the works of the Kingdom and speak the words of 
the Kingdom. … 

 
This is exactly what Jesus did this with Zacchaeus, the woman at the 
well, and Matthew Levi!  They were all very open to Jesus.  Jesus met 
them on their turf (household) and allowed them to serve/host him…it 
was in this context that Jesus did His kingdom work and spoke His 
kingdom words.   
 
This is evangelism made easy.  Jesus sends us out on mission and simply 
asks us to go looking for and invest in receptive people as we rely on the 
Holy Spirit! 

 
5. He sends us out to serve/bless/meet needs  (10:9a) 
 
“Heal the sick, and tell them, ‘The Kingdom of God is near you now.’” 
 
One of the ways in which we engage pockets of people and actually find 
receptive people is through service/meeting needs.  Healing the sick 
was the context in which the disciples were to declare that the Kingdom 
of God is near. 
 
This was the context in which Jesus performed His Kingdom work and 
declared His Kingdom message:  “For even the Son of Man came not to 
be served but to serve others and to give his life as a ransom for many.” 
(Mark 10:45) 



 
Service and witness go hand and hand and Jesus modeled this!  As you 
head out to participate in the 40 days of service, know that this is the 
ideal environment to find receptive people and declare the Kingdom 
message! 
 
Beyond the 40 days of service, embrace the role of a servant at work 
and in your neighborhood…it will open up doors for you to declare the 
message of the Kingdom. 
 
6. He sends us out to proclaim/declare the gospel of the Kingdom 

(10:9b) 
 
“Heal the sick, and tell them, ‘The Kingdom of God is near you now.’” 
 
It’s in the context of service (works of the Kingdom) that we are able to 
effectively proclaim the message of the Kingdom (words of the 
Kingdom). 
 
When it comes to service and witness, it is NOT either/or…it is 
both/and!  Jesus instructs us to meet needs and to declare the 
undeniable message that the Kingdom of God is made available to us 
through Jesus Christ. 
 
“The Greek term “gospel” distinguished the Christian message from that of 
other religions. An ‘ev-angel’ was news of a great historical event, such as 
a victory in war or the ascension of a new king, that changed the listeners’ 
condition and required a response from the listener. So the gospel is news 
of what God has done to reach us. It is not advice about what we must do 
to reach God.” –Tim Keller 
 
You will discover that one of the best environments to declare the good 
news of the Kingdom is when we are serving others! 
 
This could be a great opportunity to explain the vision behind 2-Word 
Story, etc.  Maybe share a story from your church, etc. 
 
Conclusion:  We have laid a solid, biblical foundation for what lies 
ahead (why mission, where mission, how mission).   Thousands of 



Christ followers will be sent out for a special period of intense service 
and witness.  God be glorified! 
 


