
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Week 2: NOISE. 
BIG IDEA:  God’s love is action, not just religious talk or reputation. 
 
TONIGHT:  
This is LOL Week 2  - ‘Noise’ – The story of the Good Samaritan (luke 10:25-37) and 1 Cor. 
13 ("If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am a noisy gong or a 
clanging cymbal."). The our students to be the gospel and to show love someone who they 
know is hurting.  
 
Suggested starting illustration:  Have a  student read 1 Cor. 13 our loud.  Perhaps to make the 
point even better have very soft piano music playing in the background (Now might be a good 
time to break out that Jim Brickman CD…).  Something soothing and comforting, as the great 
‘LOVE’ chapter is being read.  Once it is done, as them to read it again, this time pull out a 
huge cymbal (or perhaps a pot and pan if you can’t locate some cymbals) – bang them 
vigorously right at the end of verse 1.  Encourage them to keep reading while you are clanging 
.  Let the tension build – even let them be a bit annoyed with you.  That will bring the point 
across even better. 
 
Introduction/Commentary:  All the good intentions in the world will mean nothing if 
Christians do not have LOVE.  Further – scripture says we are like a clanging cymbal (that is 
– annoying, loud, and obnoxious) if we don’t have love.   
 *ask if Christians have a good or bad reputation at their school.  Why?  
 *Do most people view Christians in general as people who love?  Why or why not?  What 
media attention have Christians gotten that would feed that cause that assumption? 
 
Unfortunately many Christians are more known for what they are AGAINST than for how 
they love…  
 **some illustrations might be the Westboro Baptist church in Kansas – ‘God hates Fags’ 
signs and picketing funerals of soldiers saying ‘Thank God for IED’s’, etc.  Shameful. 
This is the ultimate example of Spiritual pride – being so religious that you are very unloving.  
We see another example of that in the story of the Good Samaritan in Luke 10. 
 
Read Luke 10:25-37 (Commentary:  This familiar story of the good Samaritan should spark a 
fair amount of discussion.  It should be noted that Jews and Samaritans HATED each other.  
This history goes back hundreds of years – but in a nutshell Samaritans were Jews that 
intermarried with those who had actually invaded their homeland.  So the Jews were attacked 
and overtaken by the Babylonians, and some Jews eventually intermarried with the 
Babylonians.  Really paint this picture well – the modern equivalent would be if a Jew in the 



40’s decided to fall in love with and marry a NAZI, even though they had virtually ruined 
their people.  This would be out of the question.  So at Jesus time the Jews and Samaritans 
rarely talked, and Jews would actually avoid Samaria at all costs.   
 
Talk about the 3 people that passed by the injured person.  The first was a PRIEST.  This is 
very important role in the religious system – and it is interesting to note that the Priest was 
actually doing the right thing according to the law.  Ezekiel 44:25 tells that a priest was not 
able to go close to a dead body.  In addition, for a priest to touch blood would make him 
ceremonially unclean (an Old Testament law).  So this priest insisted to keeping himself 
‘clean’ religiously instead of doing the right thing, which would have been to help an injured 
or half-dead man. 
 
Ask these questions for discussion:   

**How do believers sometimes hide behind their ‘rules’ in order to keep 
themselves ‘clean’?   Do you think the Priest thought he was doing the right thing?   

 
The second person was a LEVITE.  This is also interesting because the Levites were a 
religious branch of Jews that were the only ones allowed to serve in the temple (think – the 
modern version would be Youth Pastors!  Levites were paid by the temple taxes – so they 
were full time clergy!  They were the ones who were the singers, the musicians, etc. working 
at the temple.  If ANYONE would have helped this injured person it would be full- time 
ministers, right?  Of course not.  The Levite also side-stepped the injured man. 
 
Commentary notes:  The History of the Levites line of priestly service traces back to Exodus 
32:25-28.  This was where Moses was on top of the mountain and the people turned to 
idolatry in his absence.  He came back and said ‘Who is on the Lord’s side’ and the sons of 
Levi (the Levites) responded by rounding up the people who had profaned the name of the 
Lord.  Because they were zealous in doing what was right, God rewarded their descendants 
with the role of the temple service. So the ones who had a reputation and a history of 
zealously doing what was right missed this opportunity!  

 
Finally – the third person walked by (a Samaritan).  He not only bound the wounds and helped 
the man, but he took him to a local inn and paid the bill, including any additional expenses 
that might be incurred. 
 
Main point:  The Samaritan reached to the most hurting and helped them, even if it was way 
out of his comfort zone.  He was the one who showed love, even though the other two should 
have been the ones to respond.   
 
Final questions:  Who are the most hurting people you can think of in your group of friends? 
Who are the most hurting people OUTSIDE of your group of friends that you can picture?   
Pray and ask God this week to help you look for opportunities to go ABOVE AND BEYOND 
what is expected and show love to others. 

 
Challenge:  Ask God to open your eyes this week for the HURTING.  Show Christ to them by 
doing the unthinkable:  interacting, loving, healing.  (examples of specific things they can do 



this week:  eating at a different lunch table with someone that needs a friend, visiting/serving 
at a mission or homeless shelter/hospital, etc.)  

 


