
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Week 3: Common Ground. 
BIG IDEA:  God’s love reached beyond social, ethnic, moral, and religious barriers.  
 
TONIGHT: The story of the woman at the well. Challenging our students to reach 
beyond their normal, comfortable social spheres. meet real needs (water) as well as spiritual 
needs. idea would be that Jesus reached far beyond social, economic, and even racial barriers.   
 
Opening:  ask students this question:  Do you think racism still exists in our schools 
today?  What groups do you think are the most disadvantaged?  Why?   Do you act any 
differently towards one ethnic group or another? 
 
Teachers notes/commentary:  Believe it or not, the Jews and another race of people, the 
Samaritans were very much at odds in Jesus day.  Both races despised each other – because of 
the history and religious differences.  But on this day Jesus broke all stereotypes and reached 
beyond all kinds of barriers to show love.  Have students read aloud the story in John 4:7-23:  
 
7A woman from Samaria came to draw water. Jesus said to her, (F) "Give me a drink." 
8(For his disciples had gone away into the city to buy food.) 9The Samaritan woman said to 
him, "How is it that you, a Jew, ask for a drink from me, a woman of Samaria?" ((G) For 
Jews have no dealings with Samaritans.) 10Jesus answered her, "If you knew the gift of 
God, and who it is that is saying to you, 'Give me a drink,' you would have asked him, and 
he would have given you(H) living water." 11The woman said to him, "Sir, you have nothing 
to draw water with, and the well is deep. Where do you get that living water? 12(I) Are you 
greater than our father Jacob?(J) He gave us the well and drank from it himself, as did his 
sons and his livestock." 13Jesus said to her, "Everyone who drinks of this water will be 
thirsty again, 14but(K) whoever drinks of the water that I will give him(L) will never be thirsty 
again.[b] The water that I will give him will become(M) in him a spring of water welling up to 
eternal life." 15The woman said to him, "Sir,(N) give me this water, so that I will not be 
thirsty or have to come here to draw water." 
 
Jesus begins his awesome and uncharacteristic love by reaching beyond SOCIAL barriers.  He 
was a man, and in that day and time men did not speak openly to women who were not their 
wives – especially women of her reputation.  For the sake of showing her new life, he reached 
beyond those social barriers.  As we already mentioned, he also reached beyond racial 
barriers.  Jews and Samaritans typically did not get along – he smashed that racial barrier this 
day.   
 
 



Ask these application questions: 
In your school, what social classes exist?  (encourage them to speak freely about them – jocks, 
nerds, burnouts, druggies, preps, goths, etc.  Let them share about the ‘class’ system that 
exists, popularity lines, etc.  Is there an unspoken rule about who talks with who?  Who hangs 
out with who?  What would happen if you, like Jesus, reached beyond the social and ethnic 
lines to make a difference? 
 
Check out the rest of the story: 
16Jesus said to her, "Go,(O) call your husband, and come here." 17The woman answered 
him, "I have no husband." Jesus said to her, "You are right in saying, 'I have no 
husband'; 18for you have had five husbands, and the one you now have is not your 
husband. What you have said is true." 19The woman said to him, "Sir, I perceive that(P) you 
are(Q) a prophet. 20(R) Our fathers worshiped on(S) this mountain, but you say that(T) in 
Jerusalem is(U) the place where people ought to worship." 21Jesus said to her, (V) "Woman, 
believe me,(W) the hour is coming when(X) neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem will 
you worship the Father. 22(Y) You worship what you do not know;(Z) we worship what we 
know, for(AA) salvation is from the Jews. 23But(AB) the hour is coming, and is now here, 
when the true worshipers will worship the Father(AC) in spirit and(AD) truth, for the 
Father(AE) is seeking such people to worship him. 24God is spirit, and those who worship 
him must worship in spirit and truth." 25The woman said to him, "I know that(AF) Messiah 
is coming (he who is called Christ). When he comes,(AG) he will tell us all things." 26Jesus 
said to her, (AH) "I who speak to you am he." 
 
Here Jesus reached across two other lines and found common ground.   He first confronted 
and reached beyond her sin.  She had 5 husbands – and was presently with another man not 
her husband.  For all our purposes she was a very lonely woman – used by many and cast out 
in shame.  Many commentators note she was alone at the well at this time in the day because 
certainly the other women of the town mocked her relentlessly in the early morning when 
most come to get their water.   
 
The fourth barrier he reaches across is the religious barrier.  Note the woman at the well tried 
to argue religion and denomination (vs. 19-20).  But Jesus was quick to say that the only true 
life was found only in him.  
 
For any and all humans, we all have the same common ground:  We want to know we have 
purpose, we want to know life is meaningful.  Jesus here gives us the solution:  He will give 
us water that will not fail us and we will thirst no more.  
 
Challenge:  encourage students to do the same thing in their school:  open up spiritual 
dialogue and conversations with people of other religions and look for opportunities to share 
their stories.  Remember – we all want the same thing (hope, a future, salvation, freedom, 
purpose, etc. )   Ask God to give you clear chances to share.  
(*for some people, this may mean reaching ‘down’ the popularity level – as shameful as this 
sounds, there are hundreds of lonely, desperate, and searching people at the bottom rung of 
the popularity chain.  Encourage Christ- following students to ignore those lines and share 
love this week!)  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BIG IDEA:  Use ‘salty’ conversations to open the door to spiritual conversations 
 
‘Common ground’ part 2 – (optional – for 6 week series) – Jesus used a very unique 
conversation to engage the woman.  He offered up a spiritual truth – but didn’t tell her the 
whole story.  He sparked a thirst in her (‘I will give you living water’) that forced her to ask 
him to explain it (‘sir tell me about this water’).   
 
Read again the story of the Woman at the well, specifically John 4:13-15: 
13Jesus said to her, "Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, 14but(K) 
whoever drinks of the water that I will give him(L) will never be thirsty again.[b] The water 
that I will give him will become(M) in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life." 15The 
woman said to him, "Sir,(N) give me this water, so that I will not be thirsty or have to come 
here to draw water." 
 
Jesus said to her ‘I have water that I will give you and you will never thirst again…’ – this 
was of course a comment that certainly was meant to invoke one response:  Tell me about this 
water! 
 
The unique situation here is that Jesus was not forcing his agenda or message on anyone – 
now that she had asked the question – her curiousity was so strong that she asked additional 
questions.  Not enough can be said about this type of evangelism:  Throwing out ‘salty’ 
conversation means that when you eat salty foods it causes additional thirst.  What are some 
examples of what this would look like for high school students? 
 
** Brainstorm what some of those conversations might be:  For example, talk about how these 
statements could be used to open the door to share the gospel: 

1) I am pretty stressed about getting into college, but I am ultimately confident and 
ok. (WHY?  Because I know God has a plan for me and he’s in control…) 

2) So many people are stressed about grades, but I am actually concerned about a lot 
more than just getting into a good college.   (really?  WHAT?  Well I am 
concerned about the world and its selfishness and where its headed. ..) 

3) When I look at the world it can be pretty depressing.  But I am glad that my life is 
not focused on this world (why?  I believe in God and want to live for him and 
please him…etc.)  

 
Additional commentary:  This is another great verse that goes along with the idea of 
sharing your faith: 
Colossians 4:2-6  2 Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful. 3 And pray 



for us, too, that God may open a door for our message, so that we may proclaim the 
mystery of Christ, for which I am in chains. 4 Pray that I may proclaim it clearly, as I 
should. 5 Be wise in the way you act toward outsiders; make the most of every 
opportunity. 6 Let your conversation be always full of grace, seasoned with salt, so that 
you may know how to answer everyone. 

 
Challenge students to do the same this week at school – do something that will cause others 
to ask questions – buy someone’s lunch, etc.  And throw out open ended conversations that 
will definitely cause them to ask more (ex. ‘I’ve had something amazing given to me in my 
life so I just wanted to share the love…’ )  
 

 


