
Restore – The Story of Mark 

 

Success doesn’t usually happen to people on their first try. 

When a reporter asked Thomas Edison how it felt to fail 1,000 times, Edison replied, "I 
didn’t fail 1,000 times. The light bulb was an invention with 1,000 steps." 

Abraham Lincoln was defeated in his first try for the legislature, again defeated in his first 
attempt at congress.  He defeated in his application to be commissioner of the General 
Land Office, defeated in the senatorial election of 1854, defeated in his efforts for the 
vice-presidency in 1856, and defeated in the senatorial election of 1858. At about that 
time, he wrote in a letter to a friend, "I am now the most miserable man living. If what I 
feel were equally distributed to the whole human family, there would not be one cheerful 
face on the earth." 

Albert Einstein’s parents thought he was "sub-normal," and one of his teachers 
described him as "mentally slow, unsociable, and adrift forever in foolish dreams." He 
was expelled from school and was refused admittance to the Zurich Polytechnic School.  

Michael Jordan was cut from his high school basketball team. 

In Tom Landry’s first season as a head coach, he didn’t win a single game. 

Walt Disney was fired by a newspaper editor because "he lacked imagination and had 
no good ideas."  

Decca Records turned down a recording contract with a group called the Beatles.  "We 
don't like their sound. Groups of guitars are on their way out." 

In 1954, Jimmy Denny, manager of the Grand Ole Opry, fired Elvis Presley after one 
performance. He told Presley, "You ain't goin' nowhere, son. You ought to go back to 
drivin' a truck." 

27 publishers rejected Dr. Seuss's first book. 

Mark, the gospel writer . . . his first shot at ministry was a complete failure.  He was fired 

by his boss and written off as unfit for ministry.   

God is a God of second chances, and third chances.  God is a God who doesn’t give up 

on us when we have fallen down.  Other people might write us off, but not God.  The 

story of this young man named Mark is one of the great restoration stories of the Bible.  It 

is one of my personal favorite restoration stories, because it shows that God can make a 

great man out of a great failure. 

We are first introduced to Mark in a sly little reference in the Gospel that Mark wrote 

later in life.  Ancient historians did not typically write themselves into their own stories; 

but they might leave a little clue here and there that they were involved, if in fact they 

were part of the story.  A sly little clue that Mark was around during the ministry of Jesus 

is found in his own gospel.  Whereas the majority of material in the 4 gospels overlaps, 

this little tidbit is found only in Mark’s Gospel.  It comes in the Garden of Gethsemane, 

when Jesus is being arrested by the authorities.  All the disciples are running for cover.  

Peter is going this way, James and John that way.  Andrew and Philip . . . they are all 

taking running for their lives.  Then, Mark writes this: 



“Then all his disciples deserted him and ran away. One young man following behind 

was clothed only in a long linen shirt. When the mob tried to grab him, he slipped out 

of his shirt and ran away naked” (Mark 14:50-52). 

Mark was the first (and last) streaker in the Bible!  Scholars can think of no other useful 

reason that this little incident is included in the very serious account of the arrest of Jesus.  

And again, this is only found in Mark’s gospel.  So it seems this is the ancient writer 

saying, in his own sly little way: I was there!  I saw this go down.  In fact, the mob tried 

to grab ME, but I did my spin move and evaded the tackle.  But they got my shirt (which 

was all I had on because I had snuck out of the house late at night) and I had to run home 

naked!  That’s our introduction to Mark.  What a way to introduce yourself to the world!  

Jesus is being arrested and he’s streaking naked out of the Garden of Gethsemane! 

What does it tell us about him?  1) He was probably a fast runner.   2) He was probably 

‘hanging around’ with the inner circle of people who spent time with Jesus.  3) He was 

curious.  He wanted to see what all the commotion was about.  4) He was known by the 

disciples (otherwise they wouldn’t have let him hang around!). 

Now, jump forward a decade or so.  The Church was born and has been expanding.  Tens 

of thousands have become part of this young movement, which has been centered in 

Jerusalem.  They didn’t have church buildings, so they met in private homes.  These were 

little ‘house churches.’  Guess whose house was used for one of these house churches?   

When Peter was released from prison in Acts 12 we read this: 

“He went to the house of Mary, the mother of John who was also called Mark, where 

many were gathered together and were praying” (Acts 12:12). 

Mark grew up in a strong Christian home.  His mother, Mary, was a key person in the 

early Church.  Her house was used as a house-church.  When Peter got out of jail, he 

knew exactly where the believers would be gathered in prayer for him – Mary’s house.  

The house Mark grew up in was at the center of the early Christian movement. 

So this young man had a devout faith. He saw a devout faith practiced in his home.  He 

saw men and women risking their lives to make Christ known to their world.  He was 

there the night Jesus was arrested.  He was there the night Peter got out of jail by a 

miracle of God.  He was there in the center of the action, seeing it all go down. 

And then, one day, it was his turn to be in the center of the action. 

The time came when the leaders felt they should expand the Church outside of Jerusalem 

to the wider Roman world.  The leaders picked Paul and Barnabas to lead this key 

expansion effort.  After praying and laying hands on them, they are sent out.  But they 

needed a helper to go with them. 

In that day, when important people went on an important trip, they would take along a 

“helper,” someone who could help in practical ways.  Help with the luggage.  Help find 

lodging.  Help get some food.  Help get materials.  This person was called “the helper” 

(creative, huh?).  So, when Paul and Barnabas decided to do this trip, they went looking 

for a helper.  That’s where Mark comes in: 

“So Barnabas and Saul were sent out by the Holy Spirit.  They went down to the 

seaport of Seleucia and then sailed for the island of Cyprus.  There, in the town of 



Salamis, they went to the Jewish synagogues and preached the word of God.  John 

Mark went with them as their assistant” (Acts 13:4,5). 

They must have seen a lot of promise in this young man.  There were a lot to choose 

from, and the standards were high.  They obviously picked him because they saw a lot of 

potential.  They saw a spiritual maturity that would benefit them.  They saw a willingness 

to trust Christ, in difficult situations.  They saw an ability to take risks, when danger was 

involved.  They saw a man who would identify with Christ in a world where that was not 

the norm.   

They saw a young man they could trust with some big responsibilities. 

And Mark . . . he saw the opportunity of a lifetime.  This is like being drafted as a first 

round pick for the top team.  This was an honor.  All the leaders in Jerusalem saw that 

Mark had been picked.  He was a standout.  As he left on that trip, he must have held his 

head high.  Everyone respected him.  Everyone expected a lot of him.  He was in the big 

leagues.  He was going out to help change his world with the message of Christ. 

So, off the team went into their world with a message about Jesus.  They went across the 

Island of Cyprus first, since that was Barnabas’ home island.  You read Acts 13 and 

you’ll see they had some pretty interesting encounters on Cyprus.  Some pretty cool 

spiritual warfare, like the one incident where Paul got in a power-fight with a magician 

named Elymas.  Paul called down power from heaven and struck the guy with temporary 

blindness . . . which caused the governor of the whole island to become a Christian on the 

spot!  That must have been a pretty cool fight – Paul vs. the Magic Man.   

So, they finished sharing the gospel on Cyprus, then they took a ship north to the 

mainland and headed into what is now southeastern Turkey.  This is where things went 

bad for young Mark: 

Paul and his companions then left Paphos by ship for Pamphylia, landing at the port 

town of Perga. There John Mark left them and returned to Jerusalem. But Paul and 

Barnabas traveled inland to Antioch of Pisidia” (Acts 13:13,14). 

If this were a football game, John Mark quit in the 1
st
 quarter.  If this was a new job, he 

quit the first week.  If this was college, he dropped out in the first semester.  If this was 

the Army, he deserted after the first battle.  He went home, and left Paul and Barnabas to 

carry their own bags!  He couldn’t take the heat.  He increased their burden in order to 

ease his own burden.   

How do we know it was that bad?  Because when this trip was over, and it came time to 

make a 2
nd

 missionary trip, look at what Paul said to Barnabas: 

“After some time Paul said to Barnabas, ‘Let’s go back and visit each city where we 

previously preached the word of the Lord, to see how the new believers are doing.’ 

Barnabas agreed and wanted to take along John Mark. But Paul disagreed strongly, 

since John Mark had deserted them in Pamphylia and had not continued with them in 

their work. Their disagreement was so sharp that they separated. Barnabas took John 

Mark with him and sailed for Cyprus. Paul chose Silas, and as he left, the believers 

entrusted him to the Lord’s gracious care” (Acts 15:36-40). 

Paul referred to Mark as a deserter. 



Paul had no place for a “deserter.”  How would you like that to go down on your record . 

. . in the Bible?!  That’s what he had done.  He had abandoned the team in the heat of the 

battle.   It was serious enough that Paul was willing to lose a close friend over this 

situation.  Barnabas had been Paul’s mentor.  Barnabas was the one who brought Paul 

into ministry in the first place.  They were close; but not any more.  They were at odds, 

because of Mark.  It was that bad.   

Now here’s something important to know about this story, and it has to do with Barnabas.  

The name “Barnabas” means “encourager.”  Whenever you see Barnabas in the New 

Testament, he is encouraging people; building up other people.  He wasn’t the main actor 

in the show; but he was the guy that made the main actors into the main actors.  He was 

the behind-the-scenes encourager. 

And . . . he was Mark’s uncle!  We know that from a reference in one of Paul’s letters.  

At the end of Colossians, Paul is sending greetings and he writes this: 

“Aristarchus, who is in prison with me, sends you his greetings, and so does Mark, 

Barnabas’s cousin” (Colossians 4:10). 

So there you have the inside scoop on Barnabas and Mark.  This might be how he got on 

the team in the first place.  His uncle Barnabas believed in him and recommended him to 

Paul.  So he went on the first journey on Barnabas’ recommendation.  It is no surprise 

that Barnabas – the Encourager – wanted to give his nephew a second chance on the 

second journey.  But Paul saw no future for the kid.  There was too much at stake.  He’s 

not a top-level player.  You can’t rely on him in a pinch.   

What must Mark have felt at this point in his life, as Paul and Barnabas fight over his 

worth?  First it was Paul vs. the Magic Man.  Now it’s Paul vs. my uncle B!  What did he 

feel when the rupture occurred, on his account?  When Paul left town with a more useful 

helper named Silas?   

He must have felt pretty low, pretty discouraged.  It was good that Barnabas was there for 

him.  When we are this low, this defeated, we need someone to believe in us.  We need 

someone to take us by the hand and take us back to Cyprus.  That’s exactly what 

Barnabas did for Mark.  He took him onto his team and headed back to the Island of 

Cyprus on a 2
nd

 missions trip . . . the very same Island where things had come apart on 

the first trip.  It was as if Barnabas said to Mark: Let’s give this another shot. 

Barnabas came alongside to help Mark become the comeback kid.  When we have failed, 

we need people like Barnabas to come alongside us and move us forward; people who 

believe in us, in spite of our failure. 

What happened to Mark?  We’re not sure of the details of his journey of restoration.  We 

know it wasn’t an overnight deal.  We just know that Barnabas took him under his wing 

and that about 10 years later, he is appearing in the New Testament record as an effective 

servant of God.  Here’s what we begin to see when he reappears in the game again: 

At some point along the way, he begins working with Peter, the other “top apostle.”  Paul 

and Peter were the two mega-apostles, so to speak.  Mark was rejected by Paul; but later, 

he begins to show up with Peter.  When Peter wrote the letter that is called “First Peter,” 

he ended with this note: 



“Your sister church here in Babylon sends you greetings, and so does my son Mark” 

(1Peter 5:13). 

He became a spiritual son and a personal assistant to Peter. 

“Babylon” there is code word for “Rome.”  Peter didn’t want to splash his whereabouts 

all over the Facebook page of the empire.  So he’s in Rome, and Mark is there with him.  

John Mark may have penned First Peter for Peter!  And note the reference to Mark as 

Peter’s “son.”  Mark became, to Peter, what Timothy became to Paul: a beloved spiritual 

son.  Apparently Barnabas’ work of encouraging and restoring Mark was pretty effective.  

He became the personal assistant to Peter.  That’s a pretty high position in the early 

Church.  And, it’s a risky position – to be associated with a Christian leader in that day. 

Not only was he helping Peter, but Mark used his writing skills to produce one of the 

great historical records of all time.  In fact, most scholars today believe that Mark’s 

gospel was the first one written, and that the others used Mark’s work as a primary source 

in developing their own.  New Testament scholars refer to this as “the priority of Mark” 

in gospel studies.  Imagine that – the kid who was the failure ends up being given first 

place in the minds of scholars.  And it’s true: if you study Matthew and Luke closely, 

you’ll see that they both have big chunks of material that they seem to have brought over 

from Mark.  Mark was a major player in the production of the 4 gospels. 

He wrote the “gospel of Mark,” a primary source for the life of Christ. 

And then, miracle of miracles, he starts appearing on Paul’s radar again and again.  Take 

another look at that reference at the end of Paul’s letter to the Colossians: 

“Aristarchus, my fellow prisoner, sends you his greetings; and also Barnabas’s cousin 

Mark (about whom you received instructions; if he comes to you, welcome him) . . .” 

(Colossians 4:10). 

He moved back into Paul’s favor. 

We get three things from this little reference.  1) Mark is now close to Paul again.  He is 

welcome in Paul’s inner circle of friends, the sort of people who visit him when he’s in 

prison.  And 2) he’s not afraid of taking the heat for associating with Paul in prison.  

There were risks when you went to a prison to see ‘your friend.’  The Romans were no 

dummies.  They kept a record of who went to see who.  If you were on Paul’s prison 

visitation list, you were on Rome’s hit list.  That takes some courage.  3) Paul tells the 

people in Colossae: If Mark comes your way, welcome him.  He says, cryptically, “about 

whom you received instructions.”  So . . . Paul gave the Colossian church some special 

instructions about Mark.  He must have told them NOT to hold anything against him, 

related to his past.  Welcome him.  He’s a good guy.  He’s on out team. 

In another tiny little epistle, Philemon, Paul makes an additional comment about Mark: 

 “Epaphras, my fellow prisoner in Christ Jesus, greets you, as do Mark, Aristarchus, 

Demas, Luke, my fellow workers” (Philemon 23,24). 

Paul began to count him as a fellow worker. 

But the New Testament record saves the best for last on this guy. Paul is writing his final 

epistle, called Second Timothy.  He is in prison in Rome and he has been through his last 



appeal process.  He is pretty certain that he will be executed soon.  So, he’s writing 

Timothy, giving that young man some pointers on living for Christ.  And then, without 

warning, he writes this just a few lines from the end: 

“Only Luke is with me. Pick up Mark and bring him with you, for he is useful to me 

for service” (2Timothy 4:11). 

Bring Mark to me.  He is the kind of guy I need right about now.  He will help me! 

Paul’s made a special last request for the services of Mark. 

Now you have to realize that in the surrounding context Paul talks about how everyone is 

staying away from him, because of his status as a condemned criminal.  No one is 

sticking by his side, except Luke, the beloved physician and lifelong companion.  But 

Paul says . . . I know everyone else is running for cover; but I know Mark won’t.  Bring 

him to me when you come, Timothy.  He’s the kind of man I can count on. 

Imagine that.  You go from being the first streaker in the Bible, running naked out of the 

Garden of Gethsemane, to being the big drop out story of the early Church, and you end 

up being the guy Paul calls for in his final hours.  A man among men, in Paul’s eyes. 

That’s what I call a Restoration Story!  Mark could have lived the rest of his life in defeat 

and disgrace; but he became a standout.  He became one of the four gospel writers!   

I think God looks at this and He says: You can either let your failures DEFINE you or 

REFINE you.  It’s up to you.  But as far as I’M concerned, I’m the God of second 

chances.  I’m ready to go when you are.  Come to ME.  Lay your failure at MY feet.  

Let’s get going.  We have work to do.  We have a story to write.  We have a future to 

live.  What are you waiting for? 

It’s never too late to start again.  God is ready to restore you.  Are you ready for a divine 

restoration?  Let me suggest some steps you can take: 

1) Come to the place of complete brokenness over your failure.   

“The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a broken and a contrite heart, O God, You 

will not despise” (Psalm 51:17). 

This was written by King David after his great failure.  This is in his Psalm of 

Confession, Psalm 51.  He was a broken man.  That’s what God is looking for – a spirit 

of brokenness.  There’s a difference between brokenness and regret; or brokenness and 

sadness.  A truly broken person realizes their sin before God and others, and makes no 

excuses.  Read Psalm 51 and you’ll sense what a broken spirit is really like. 

2) Don’t isolate yourself.  Bring your life into community. 

“Now, however, it is time to forgive and comfort him. Otherwise he may be overcome 

by discouragement. So I urge you now to reaffirm your love for him” (2Corinthians 

2:7,8). 

Paul is referring here to a man who had a major moral failure in the church at Corinth.  

But the man has repented; he was broken over his own sin.  So now Paul is urging the 

church family there to affirm their love for him and to come alongside him for 

restoration.  This is the way the family of God is supposed to work.  Don’t isolate 



yourself in your failure.  Get it right with God, and then move toward connection and 

away from isolation.   

3) Find a mentor who can help you rebuild. 

“Dear brothers and sisters, if another believer is overcome by some sin, you who are 

godly should gently and humbly help that person back onto the right path. And be 

careful not to fall into the same temptation yourself” (Galatians 6:1). 

The one who is strong should help the one who is weak.  Help that person get back onto 

the right path.  Get in touch with your pastor and ask who might be able to help you 

recover and rebuild.   

4) Always remember: Failure is an event, not a person. 

God spoke these words of hope to another young man who had failed.   

Therefore, thus says the LORD, “If you return, then I will restore you - before Me you 

will stand; and if you extract the precious from the worthless, you will become My 

spokesman” (Jeremiah 15:19). 

That was Jeremiah, the Old Testament prophet, one of the four “major” prophets of the 

Old Testament.  He failed, over and over again.  He wanted to quit so many times; but 

God raised him up and restored him, and he became part of the quartet of major prophets 

in the Old Testament.  Mark became part of the quartet of major prophets in the New 

Testament.  

Why?  Because in God’s eyes, failure is an event, not a person. 

It’s up to you what you do with your failure.  I know what GOD wants to do with it.  He 

wants to use it as a building block for your future.  Will you let HIM do that?  Will you 

give your failure to Him, today, and begin the process of restoration???  


