
Restore – The Samaritan Woman 
 

God restores.  All sorts of people and all sorts of problems.  Peter fell and was 

restored.  Mark fell and ended up having a great career. Jeremiah fell and God 

turned him into a strong prophet.  David fell and went down in history as the man 

after God’s own heart.  God is the God of RE!  Restore.  Renew.  Rebirth.  

Redeem.  Revive.  We get all of that when we add our own part of the RE 

equation.  God said this to Jeremiah after his fall: 

Therefore, thus says the LORD, “If you return, then I will restore you - before 

Me you will stand; and if you extract the precious from the worthless, you will 

become My spokesman” (Jeremiah 15:19). 

We REturn - He REstores. 

Our part is to REturn – which means to admit our failure and turn back to God.  

That’s always the way it works.  We give our mess ups to God; He raises us up 

from the dead.  You see those stories wherever you see genuine Christians.  We’re 

all a bunch of mess ups that God has restored.  And, you see those stories all 

through the Bible. 

John’s gospel has a unique pair of back-to-back restoration stories involving 

contrasting types of people.  John 3 has a man.  John 4 has a woman.  John 3 the 

man is Jewish.  John 4 the woman is Samaritan.  John 3 he is a very ‘good’ man.  

John 4 she is very ‘bad’ girl.  John 3 he comes to see Jesus by night.  John 4 she 

comes to see Jesus midday.  John 3, the man needs a REbirth.  John 4, the woman 

needs a RElationship that will fill the void deep in her soul.  She doesn’t really 

know what she needs.  All she knows is that she has been looking for love in all 

the wrong places . . . and then she meets a man named Jesus. 

He left Judea, and departed again into Galilee.   And He had to pass through 

Samaria. So He came to a city of Samaria, called Sychar, near the plot of 

ground that Jacob gave to his son Joseph.  Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, 

tired as He was from the journey, sat down by the well.  It was bout the sixth 

hour (John 4:3-6). 

Jesus did not really have to go through Samaritan territory.  Jews and Samaritans 

had a longstanding hatred.  They liked each other about as much as Wolverines 

like Buckeyes. Devout Jews wouldn’t even walk through Samaria, which was 

smack in the middle of Palestine, between north and south.  They would walk 

around Samaria.  Like a Wolverine will drive around Columbus.  But Jesus “had 

to” walk right down the middle of that land.  There was a person there He needed 

to meet.  There was a woman there badly in need of a restoration.   

So Jesus sits down by Jacob’s well, a bit thirsty, and along comes a Samaritan 

woman on the ½ mile trek from town out to this well.  She has her rope and her 

water jar and she’s on the way to draw water.    



When a Samaritan woman came to draw water, Jesus said to her, "Will you 

give me a drink?" (His disciples had gone into the town to buy food.)  The 

Samaritan woman said to Him, "You are a Jew and I am a Samaritan woman.  

How can you ask me for a drink?" [For Jews do not associate with Samaritans] 

(John 4:7-9). 

The Samaritan Woman: 

1.  She is isolated. 

She has somehow become isolated from the usual group of women from that city 

who would have come to the well before the heat of the day.  She is alone.  From 

what follows, we can guess that she has fallen out of favor with the women of the 

town. 

Not only was it surprising that a Jew would ask a Samaritan for a drink, but in that 

culture, it was unusual for a man to be striking up a random conversation with a 

woman.  So both on the basis of nationality and gender, it took this woman by 

surprise that Jesus asked for a drink.  “How can you ask me for a drink?”   

In response to her surprise, Jesus gave her a mashal, an ancient form of the riddle.  

The mashal was intended to get the other person thinking about something: 

Jesus answered her, "If you knew the gift of God and Who it is that asks you 

for a drink, you would have asked Him and He would have given you living 

water" (4:10). 

Now this riddle leaves her really puzzled . . . . because Jesus obviously has no 

rope or water jar.  He is sitting empty-handed by this well, yet, he’s offering her a 

drink of living water.  Furthermore, the guy must not know his wells very well.  

Back then, they did not refer to well-water as “living water.”  Living water was 

fresh water from a spring or a stream.  So not only is Jesus offering this woman 

water, without a rope or a jar, but He’s offering her better water than she can give 

to him from Jacob’s well.  Now that’s a riddle!  A mashal. Her reply: 

"Sir," the woman said, "you have nothing to draw with and the well is deep. 

Where can you get this living water?  Are you greater than our father Jacob, 

who gave us the well and drank from it himself, as did also his sons and his 

flocks and herds" (4:11,12)? 

2. She is puzzled. 

The woman responds with two very practical points: 1) Man, you don’t have a 

water jar!  2) If you think you can give me better water than we get from here, let 

me remind you that this is Jacob’s well!  God gave Jacob this well, and Jacob 

gave us this well.  Sir, it doesn’t get any better than Jacob’s well-water.     

Jesus comes back with an expansion of the riddle.   



Jesus answered, "Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, but 

whoever drinks the water I give him will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give 

him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life" (4:13,14). 

Now Jesus proposes the idea that HIS water can quench a person’s thirst 

permanently!  Whoever drinks this water will never thirst again. 

This is where he totally loses her. You’ve got to remember that this is an ordinary, 

everyday Samaritan woman drawing water.  This would be like one of you 

women in the midst of your daily bustle; you’ve got the kids out the door to 

school, you’re counting the hours you have to run around and do all of your 

errands, you’re putting make-up on as you drive down to the market and when 

you get out of the car to go shopping, some guy outside the market stops you and 

starts throwing riddles at you about eternal water.  You’d think the guy was 

selling something, or on something.   

So I think that when Jesus starts talking about being eternally un-thirsty, this 

woman is right on the verge of totally checking out of this conversation.  Listen to 

her reply.  It has a touch of sarcasm in it. 

The woman said to Him, "Sir, give me this water so that I won't get thirsty and 

have to keep coming here to draw water" (4:15). 

3. She is checking out. 

It’s like tongue-in-cheek.  She says: O.K. man, I don’t know where you’re going 

with this conversation, but if you’ve got some kind of magic water that will keep 

me from making this daily ½ mile trek, bring it.  I can see her starting to check 

him off her list as a weirdo, and getting back to the business of life. 

Just as she’s about to completely check out, Jesus pulls back the curtain on her 

life and reveals her hidden secret and why she needs this living water. 

He told her, "Go, call your husband and come back." 

"I have no husband," she replied (4:16,17). 

The look on her face must have changed instantly. This was an unexpected 

change of subjects.  He jumps from living water to men.  She went from sarcastic 

to defensive in a split second.  Her reply in Greek is telling. This is such an 

interesting study in conversational style.  This woman has been full of words up 

to this point.  Her first reply was 11 words in Greek.   Her second reply was 42 

words.  Her third reply was 13 words long.  Now . . . She uses a mere 3 words in 

the attempt to shut this conversation down:  NOT HAVE HUSBAND! 

4. She . . . NOT HAVE HUSBAND! 

That’s how she said it.  NOT HAVE HUSBAND.  That’s called trying to shut a 

conversation down before it gets too personal.  Translated in the Bob’s Loose 

Translation: Don’t even go there, buddy!  Or I’ll smack you over the head with my 

water jar!     



So she tries to shut him down. Which is exactly what we often do when God 

touches the deep needs in our heart.  We try to run from Him.  But Jesus won’t let 

her hide from the deepest needs in her life.  Instead of politely dropping the 

evidently painful subject, Jesus reveals the truth about her failed relational life: 

Jesus said to her, "You are right when you say you have no husband.  The fact 

is, you have had five husbands, and the man you now have is not your husband. 

What you have just said is quite true" (4:17,18).  

5. She . . . ON MAN NUMBER 6! 

This woman must have turned beet red!  She must have been shocked.  She 

probably almost threw her bucket at Him!  Can you imagine meeting a stranger 

who suddenly pulls back the curtain on your life like that!  Wow.  This is your 

life, woman.  Thirsty for love.  He might as well have said: You’re the Liz Taylor 

of Samaria, woman!  You’re breaking all records for husbands in one village! 

6. She could not find a man who could satisfy her deepest need for love. 

That’s where He has been going this whole time.  That’s why He had to go into 

Samaria.  That’s why He had to be left alone while the disciples went into town to 

buy food.  That’s why He struck up the conversation.  That’s why the riddles. 

Because Jesus had to help this woman understand her deepest need AND to see 

her failed attempts to meet that deepest need. 

A lot of times in life God comes to us and shows us what we’re doing wrong to 

try to meet a legitimate need.  To want to be loved is a legitimate need.  We were 

made for love!  But she’s going about it in the wrong way . . . and when you try to 

fill a legitimate need the wrong way, it always leads to heartache and pain. 

But this woman was a tough cookie. Listen to her reply after Jesus reveals that she 

is on man #6. 

“Sir," the woman said, "I can see that you are a prophet.  Our fathers 

worshiped on this mountain, but you Jews claim that the place where we must 

worship is in Jerusalem" (4:19,20). 

7. She is elusive. 

Hey, how about if we discuss the Jew-Samaritan controversy?!?  Forget about my 

5 failed marriages.  Forget about the guy I’m living with. Let’s talk politics! 

But Jesus won’t back down.  He ends the Samaritan-Jew dispute with a sentence 

or two, and then brings the discussion right back down to the heart of the matter.   

Jesus declared, "Believe me, woman, a time is coming when you will worship 

the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem.  You Samaritans 

worship what you do not know; we worship what we do know, for salvation is 

from the Jews.  Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true 

worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for they are the kind of 



worshipers the Father seeks.  God is Spirit, and His worshipers must worship in 

spirit and in truth" (4:21-24). 

Jesus is inviting this woman to a turning point in her relationship with the living 

God.  He is inviting her to a spirit and truth relationship with God.   

“Woman, it’s not about place; it’s not about formality; it’s not about going 

through the motions and punching a clock with God once a week.  It’s about 

finding a deep, satisfying personal relationship with your God so that you can 

begin to be a relationally whole person.”   

The woman must have felt that the conversation was getting uncomfortably 

personal again.  So she attempts to draw the curtain on the discussion by throwing 

down the ultimate discussion ender when it comes to religious disputes back then: 

The woman said, "I know that Messiah" (called Christ) "is coming.  When He 

comes, He will explain everything to us" (4:25). 

8. She is finished. 

She thought that she had just poured cold water on all His riddles and His 

probing. Maybe she turned to pick up her water jar.  She is finished with this 

conversation and with this strange man.  She turns to walk away . . . 

Then Jesus dropped the bomb. 

Then Jesus declared, "I who speak to you am He" (4:26). 

Literally, “I AM.”  He used the covenant name of God from the O.T.  Yahweh is 

the Hebrew “I am.”  The Samaritans only accepted the first 5 books of the O.T.  

But it was in those first 5 books that God introduced Himself as Yahweh.  “I 

AM.”  She knew exactly what he was saying.   

Messiah is here, and He’s here today to settle the issues in YOUR life.  She had to 

have been stunned at that very moment.   

9. She is stunned. 

She probably turned and stared at him for a moment, thinking about how he had 

just revealed her life.  She was standing there with her jaw on the ground. 

But then there was a break in the action right at that very moment.  Jesus’ 

disciples returned from their trip to town to buy food: 

Just then his disciples returned and were surprised to find him talking with a 

woman. But no one asked, "What do you want?" or "Why are you talking with 

her?" Then, leaving her water jar, the woman went back to the town and said to 

the people, "Come, see a man who told me everything I ever did. Could this be 

the Christ?" They came out of the town and made their way toward him (4:27-

30). 



She sees her opportunity to make a run for it!  But you can tell she is really 

flustered.  She forgot to take her water jar with her!  She just left it and headed for 

town.   

It is funny what she said back in town: “Come, see a man who told me 

everything I ever did!”  A little exaggeration there, unless Jesus told her a lot 

more about her life than is revealed in this account.  But this woman obviously 

had some influence in town.  Maybe it was all the men she knew!  At any rate, she 

got the entire town to follow her out to Jacob’s well to meet a total stranger!  

That’s influence however you cut it. 

Meanwhile, Jesus is having a discussion with his disciples about how ripe the 

fields are for harvest; how thirsty people are for the living water.  And he says to 

them,  

Do you not say, ‘Four months and then the harvest’?  I tell you, open your eyes 

and look at the fields!  They are ripe for harvest! (4:35) 

Just at that moment, the disciples lift up their eyes and here comes the whole town 

out to meet this Man who claims to be the Messiah.  Truly, the spiritual harvest 

was ripe, even in a place where you might least expected it.   

Jesus was saying: There are people in search of a re-start everywhere!  Just look 

at all the thirsty people.  Open up your eyes.  People are hurting.  People are in 

need of a touch from God. 

So the Samaritans met Jesus and His short stop by the well of Jacob turned into a 

two-day stay as He poured into many lives the water of eternal life.   

Many of the Samaritans from that town believed in him because of the woman's 

testimony, "He told me everything I ever did."  So when the Samaritans came to 

him, they urged him to stay with them, and he stayed two days.  And because of 

his words many more became believers.  They said to the woman, "We no 

longer believe just because of what you said; now we have heard for ourselves, 

and we know that this man really is the Savior of the world” (4:39-42). 

The New Testament writers are recording these stories decades after the event.  In 

the case of John’s gospel, it was written some 50 years after the life of Jesus.  In 

many cases, they are telling the stories that form the background of what became 

of that encounter.  By the time John wrote, there may have been a thriving 

Christian community in that village of Samaria.  People may have wondered: 

How did that get started?  Well, there once was a thirsty woman who tried to shut 

Jesus down; but He kept after her and showed her the real need in her life.  She 

found a satisfying relationship with the lover of her heart, and her story helped 

bring the entire village to a turning point with God.  

10. She is restored. 

But these stories are not just written to tell us how other people were restored.  

They are written to relate to us.  And this woman relates to a LOT of us.  Because 



a LOT of us have tried to fill a God-shaped hole in our hearts with relationships 

with people – with boyfriends and girlfriends; with husbands and wives; with 

partners and pictures.  It may work for awhile; but the fact is that no human being 

can take the place of God in the human heart. 

“There is a God shaped void in the heart of every person, and it can never be 
filled by any created thing. It can only be filled by God.” Blaise Pascal  

Bono, of the rock group U2, called this void the, ‘God-shaped hole.’ He wrote:  

“...when things are silent, you can hear the hissing of what’s missing.”  Bono 

Jesus said:  

If you knew the gift of God and Who it is that asks you for a drink, you would 

have asked Him and He would have given you living water (John 4:10). 

I can relate to the Samaritan woman in the sense that I tried to fill the God-shaped 

hole with a relationship.  It doesn’t work.  It leaves you thirsty.  And it puts on 

that other person a burden no human being can fulfill.  No human being can take 

the place of God in your life. 

Personal testimony and conclusion. 


