
BIG IDEA 
There are many who are desperately in need of the hope, love, & rescue found only in 
Jesus Christ.  We must bring that message to them. We must Love Out Loud  

 

TONIGHT 

What are your “Top Three” foods?  If there was a meal you can have right now; food, 
snack, desert, beverage…what would it be?  What’s the hungriest you have ever been?  
How did you react to your hunger pains?  What happened?  

COMMENTARY / Food.  We all love it and we all need it.   Every student is able to tell you one 
of their favorite foods so let them have fun with the question.  The same goes with the 
questions about being hungry.  I can guarantee that just about all of them have found 
themselves at some point, just as I’m sure we have, saying “I’M STARVING”.   They might have 
different stories as to what happened when they were “starving” but ultimately the end was the 
same for all of them, they ate food.  We’re highlighting those “starving” moments so that the 
students can somewhat identify later on when we begin discussing Lazarus and the suffering 
he endured while alive. 

Even though we’ve all had those moments when we’ve felt like we’re STARVING the 
truth is we’re not really starving.  Those moments when we’re so desperate for food 
generally end with us eating food. 

Tonight we’re going to take a look at a story about two men who were both starving 
and desperate for two totally different things.  Let’s head over to Luke 16:19-31, dive 
into this story being told by Jesus, and see the truth God has for us today. 

COMMENTARY / These statements are meant to help transition into the narrative we will be 
discussing.  We will continue to emphasize the idea of being desperate and starving for 
something.  This idea is huge as it is the heart of the actions we want to urge the students to 
take.  The idea that there are those out there who are desperately in need of and starving for 
the hope and love found only in Jesus Christ. But we’ll get to that a little later on. 

Read Luke 16:19-21: 19 "There was a rich man who was clothed in purple and fine linen and who 
feasted sumptuously every day. 20 And at his gate was laid a poor man named Lazarus, covered with 
sores, 21 who desired to be fed with what fell from the rich man’s table. Moreover, even the dogs 
came and licked his sores. 

We’ve been introduced to our two main characters, the rich man and Lazarus.  What 
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would you say the rich man is desperate and starving for?  What about Lazarus? 

COMMENTARY / The narrative of the rich man and Lazarus gives us an amazing example of 
the urgency and necessity to share the good news of salvation found only in Jesus Christ.  
The answers should be fairly obvious, the rich man is really in need of nothing and Lazarus 
is in need of food, medical attention, a bath, a house, clothes, someone to get those dogs 
away from him…The rich man has much and seems to be in need of nothing.  Lazarus has 
nothing and seems to be in desperate need of everything. 

Read Luke 16:22-26: 22 The poor man died and was carried by the angels to Abraham’s side.  
The rich man also died and was buried, 23 and in Hades, being in torment, he lifted up his eyes 
and saw Abraham far off and Lazarus at his side. 24 And he called out, 'Father Abraham, have 
mercy on me, and send Lazarus to dip the end of his finger in water and cool my tongue, for I am 
in anguish in this flame.' 25 But Abraham said, 'Child, remember that you in your lifetime received 
your good things, and Lazarus in like manner bad things; but now he is comforted here, and you 
are in anguish. 26 And besides all this, between us and you a great chasm has been fixed, in 
order that those who would pass from here to you may not be able, and none may cross from 
there to us.' 

Now what has happened in this story?  Who is more desperate and in need now? 
What does the rich man ask for?  What does Abraham tell him in response? What 
does Abraham’s response mean? 

COMMENTARY / Lazarus and the rich man have both died.  Lazarus is now in heaven and 
the rich man is in hell.  Jesus tells us of a conversation that is taking place between 
Abraham who is in heaven with Lazarus and the rich man.  The rich man who once had so 
much, who could probably have had someone pour the world’s finest, coldest water right 
into his mouth is now begging for the dirty, sore-riddled, finger of Lazarus to touch his 
mouth with water to offer some sort of comfort from his pain. The man who showed no 
mercy to the beggar is now begging him for mercy.   Abraham reminds the rich man of the 
great riches and comforts he enjoyed but did not share with the desperate, starving 
Lazarus.  Jesus is not teaching against having wealth, he is teaching against the hard-
heartedness and selfishness that defined the rich man.  The rich man felt that all he needed 
was his possessions; he let them define him, now he is finding out that he truly needed 
more.  It is also to be assumed that Lazarus has faith in God thus why he is now in heaven.  
Abraham tells the rich man that there is a great chasm between where he resides and where 
the rich man now resides and that none may cross over and pass to and from this great 
chasm.  Jesus affirms in this teaching that there is a real heaven and a real hell and that 
eternal separation from God is real.  The rich man has discovered that his real life decisions 
had very real implications. 

Read Luke 16:27-31: 27 And he said, 'Then I beg you, father, to send him to my father’s house— 
28 for I have five brothers — so that he may warn them, lest they also come into this place of 
torment.' 29 But Abraham said, 'They have Moses and the Prophets; let them hear them.' 30 And 
he said, 'No, father Abraham, but if someone goes to them from the dead, they will repent.' 31 He 
said to him, 'If they do not hear Moses and the Prophets, neither will they be convinced if someone 
should rise from the dead.'" 

The requests of the rich man have changed significantly.  What is he begging for 
now?  So what does Abraham mean by “they have the Moses and the Prophets; let 
them hear them?”  What’s wrong with what the rich man asks for? 



COMMENTARY / The rich man is now begging to have Lazarus go to his family and tell 
them to change their heart.  He is hoping that the appearance of a resurrected man will 
cause them to repent of their actions and hard-heartedness and turn to the Lord.  Abraham 
tells the rich man no because his family, just like himself, have been given the testimony of 
Moses (the Law) and the Prophets. The rich man’s family will not be warned and Lazarus 
will not be sent to them because if they have not changed by the direct revelation from God 
through His Word than nothing will change them.  This is what is wrong with the rich man’s 
request.  He is saying that what God has done for him and his family is not enough.  Even 
though he had been warned and even though he had received direct revelation through 
God’s Word he now wants to be saved because he is experiencing first-hand the reality of 
hell.  

Many of us might think it would be cool and powerful to have a dead man walking 
around telling people about Jesus but Abraham says that we already have 
something more powerful, God’s Word, the Bible! 

What’s unbelievably awesome is that we have that same power!  As followers of 
Christ, we know through the Bible, that we have the ability and responsibility to 
share the message of hope and salvation found only in a relationship with Christ. 

COMMENTARY / This is the point we have been leading up to! We know the rest of the 
story.  We have the message of Moses.  The message of the Prophets.  The message of 
Jesus and the apostles.  We have our own story of miraculous faith!  We are the voices of 
Moses and the prophets.  We are the voice of the Law OF CHRIST and the prophets.  We 
have the message of the kingdom. We have the message of Christ!  WE ARE THE 
MESSAGE!  And it’s our mission to share it!  

There are people out there just like the rich man who are desperate and starving for 
the love of Christ and they don’t even know it! 

As we learn to Love Out Loud we want to challenge you each week to Love Out 
Loud!  Spend time in prayer this week asking God to bring names and faces of 
people in your life that you can show and share the love of Christ with.  Write them 
down and commit to pray for them from now until June.  
 

COMMENTARY / Emphasize this point with the students.  There is a need and there is an 
urgency to meet that need.  As followers of Christ we have the ability, the responsibility, 
and the desire to meet that need, to bring the hope of salvation in Christ to others!  Make 
sure to spend time praying with the students and tell the students that will be praying for 
God to show you people in your life to show and share the love of Christ with.   

 

THE DEEP END (ideas for students to go deeper)  
The story Jesus taught of Lazarus and the rich man is a great reminder to all of us 
of the urgency to share the gospel of Jesus Christ NOW!!!  Continue to pray for 
those in your life that you can show and share the love of Christ with today!  At the 
same time we need to be prepared to share the reason for the hope we have inside.  
The idea of being prepared is founded in Scripture and the verse, 1 Peter 3:15 is our 



	  Habits verse for the week.  Make sure to memorize this passage of Scripture!  We 
also want to give you one final challenge.  In being prepared to give a reason for the 
hope you have inside, we want you to write out your salvation story, how you came 
to know Christ as your Lord and Savior, and the importance of your relationship 
with Christ. This may seem like a lot but like we learned this week the urgency to 
share the gospel of Christ is pressing and we must meet that need now! 

1.) Pray for people to share and show the love of Christ with now! 

2.) Memorize 1 Peter 3:15 

3.) Write out the story of your relationship with Christ. 

 

VERSE TO MEMORIZE 
1 Peter 3:15: but in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to 
make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it 
with gentleness and respect, 
Reminders / Use this space to remind your students of upcoming events and ministry 
opportunities 

 


